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... by the written word... 


Excerpts from the President’s Annual Report, delivered by the Hon. Judge Louis E. Levinthal, 
May 10, 1953 


I recently read that the plagiarism it is hardest to avoid is the plagiarism of our- 
selves. I hope I shall be forgiven if I repeat what I said at the anniversary dinner 
meeting of the Society in 1927: 

“If the God of Judaism is to be not only the God of our fathers but also the God of 
our sons and daughters, the culture of our people must be recorded and perpetuated 
by the written word. Our Society for thirty-nine years has been popularizing Jewish 
scholarship, publishing and distributing good works on Jewish ethics and religion, 
Jewish history and biography, Jewish fiction, poetry and essays. Many of the books 
are as eternal as the people whose life and philosophy they mirror.” The only change 

ow find necessary to make in these words is to substitute “sixty-five” for “thirty- 

@:: years. 

‘As we approach the tercentenary of the establishment of the first Jewish community 
in our country, it is important that a determined effort be made to record the dramatic 
epic of American Jewish history, to reveal how from early colonial days Jews have 
played an integral and honorable part in the building and preservation of our 
American civilization. My distinguished colleagues on the Jacob R. Schiff Fund 
Committee and our Board of Trustees believe that the publishing of this kind of 
history and biography is one of the best ways of promoting and spreading the ideals 
of American democracy. 

May I express the hope that men of means and of vision will soon provide us with 
additional financial resources adequate to our needs in the other important areas of 
Jewish literature and learning? It is indeed gratifying to observe that there has recently 
been a noticeable awareness on the part of many leaders throughout the country that 
our Society is entitled to generous support from community welfare funds as well as 
from individual donors. After a long and intimate association with. the Society, I 
am satisfied that there is nothing wrong 


ith our organization that money cannot 
nomi thee wafaes ects Ma THIS FIRST ISSUE of The JPS Bookmark 
cure. Happily, we possess spiritual values io, of comme, teteductes sad ental 
in abundance; what we need is material mental. We hope our members, reacting 


@': with which to realize our ideals. to this issue, will guide us in plannin 





the archives of our Society are to be en to — In ~~ number, we shoul 
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d many eloquent orations and stirring the tribute to the late Prof. Louis Ginz- 


exhortations on its behalf. But it seems to berg, written by Dr. Robert Gordis, which 

me that never was it more important than appears on pages 4 and 5, as well as to 

now to heed the teaching of our sages of | the reflections of Dr. Joshua Bloch on 
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The JPS Bookmark 


In beginning the publication of The JPS Bookmark we are supplying a need felt and 
expressed by a considerable number of our members. From time to time there have 


been suggestions that The Jewish Publication Society keep in closer touch with 
members by informing them of its hopes and achievements. If we are to perform 
full duty, it has been said, we ought to serve as a tie between the people who @ 


members of the Society and the Jewish literary scene in the United States. 





A Resolute Determination 


It is obvious to all of us that American 
Jewry is the most important Jewish group 
in the world today. 

Outside of Israel there is no other large 
body of Jews anywhere. Israel, unfortu- 
nately, is so harassed by economic prob- 
lems that it can do little to further its 
academic institutions. Yet, in spite of its 
burdens, it has done a fine job of main- 
taining the standards of its schools and of 
developing a Hebrew press. 

American Jews have the opportunity 
and the duty to further their own cultural 
life and to help Jews everywhere learn 
more about their common past. Never 
before has the work of The Jewish Pub- 
lication Society of America been so im- 
portant. It must publish more books and 
better books, books that will give every 
Jew a feeling of knowledge and a sense 
of pride. 

We need greater support, financial and 
moral, an appreciation of the deep ur- 
gency of our need, and a strong resolute 
determination to respond to that need. 

Jacos R. Marcus, 
Chairman, Publication Committee 


For this purpose we are issuing this 
periodical, which will appear every other 
month during the course of the working 
year—that is, between September and 
June. In a sense, of course, this publica- 
tion will be a “house organ” giving details 
of books to be published by the Society, 
the reasons for their publication, and 
their acceptance or non-acceptance by 
critics and readers. We hope also to go 
beyond that and discuss the literary needs 
of the Jewish community in the United 
States, and how these needs are being 
filled by us and by others. For, obviously, 






everything that is required for the i 
lectual and spiritual development 
American Jewry; nevertheless, The Jewish 
Publication Society feels the responsibility 
for seeing to it that existing gaps are 
bridged. 


We hope that our members will find 
this publication a source of interest and 
enlightenment. We hope, too, that it will 
afford them an opportunity to communi- 
cate with us, ask any questions they de- 
sire, so‘as to give us a chance to answer 
them to the best of our ability. 

LESSER ZUSSMAN, 
Executive Secretary 


The Jewish Publication Society tei 
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included in the next issue. 





Alexander Marx 


May the memory of the righteous be for a blessing 
Our great loss, in the passing to the Academy-on-High of Professor 
Alexander Marx, occurred after this issue_of The JPS Bookmark was 
already in an advanced stage of preparation. Our tribute to him will be 
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(Dr. Joshua Bloch, who is Chief of the 
Jewish Division of the New York Public 

rary and a member of the Society's 

lication Committee, recently com- 

ted a descriptive bibliography of the 
publications of the JPS. These notes are 
his reflections on the publishing program 
. the Society and its role in the life of 
the American Jewish community.) 


When The Jewish Publication Society 
began its publishing career in 1888, it 
launched the performance of a task aimed 
at the strengthening of Judaism, jts teach- 
ings and practices, as well as of the his- 
tory and lore of the Jews, with the aid of 
books in which Jewish values are stressed 
insofar as these find expression in litera- 
ture and life. For this reason, it published 
deeply significant works in history, which 
have made the story of our people better 
known to young and old. 


Lady Magnus’ Outlines of Jewish His- 

, which the Society published in 

, was the premier text used in Ameri- 
W-Jewish schools for four decades; it 
served a very great and important func- 
tion. It enabled Jewish youth in this 
country to become familiar with the rec- 
ord of their people. And what Lady 
Magnus’ volume did for the religious 
school, the monumental Graetz history 


did for the home. 


The Jewish Publication Society en- 
gendered a closer relationship between 
the laity and the synagogue, by means of 
books which clarified the reasons and 
meanings of beliefs and customs practiced 
in the home and synagogue, a task which 
should never be abandoned, but always 
pursued in conformity with the ever- 
changing needs of the Jewish community. 

Moreover, the Jewish Publication So- 
ciety made available to the English-read- 
ing public a group of Jewish classical texts 

etently edited and provided with 
able translations, through which the 
ish-speaking world became familiar 
with the content and character of the 
finest Hebrew classics. Thus, it linked the 
past and present in the cultural experi- 
ence of the Jews, looking forward to a 
brighter future confident that the Jew has 
played and will play a role beneficial to 


Sixty-Six Years of Achievement 








Dr. JosHuA BLocH 


all who come in contact with him, and 
with the ethical and spiritual values he 
represents. 


One cannot overlook the Society’s effort 
to promote better knowledge of the text 
of the Bible and the institutions which 
sprang from it. Beginning with the mag- 
nificent English version which the Society 
published in 1917, and the fine com- 
mentaries it offered on portions of the 
Bible, it has given the community a first- 
hand approach to the Book of Books. In 
so doing, the Society has made it possible 
for Jews to take their place alongside 
their Christian brethren in promoting a 
better knowledge of the Scriptures and 
their role in civilization. 

During the period when it published 
such enduring works, the Society did not 
neglect new creative writing on Jewish 
themes. It encouraged eminent and prom- 
ising authors, alike, to deal with distinctly 
Jewish topics and types: we need only 
call to mind the works of Israel Zangwill, 
Samuel Gordon, Martha Wolfenstein, 
Abraham Klein, and many others whose 
works the Society introduced to the read- 
ing public. 

While the major output of its books has 
always been intended for the community 
at large, The Jewish Publication Society 
paid particular attention to the reading 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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yi ITH THE PASSING of Professor 
Louis Ginzberg, our generation has lost 
the greatest exemplar of Jewish learning 
in the twentieth century. The time is long 
past since the Roman scholar Cassiodorus 
could claim the mastery of all human 
knowledge. Ten centuries have elapsed 
since the days of the Gaon Saadia, whom 
Abraham ibn Ezra described as “first of 
authorities in every field.” But Professor 
Ginzberg stood in that great tradition of 
all-embracing scholarship. In our day, 
Jewish research has proliferated into a 
dozen disciplines and countless sub- 
disciplines. Here, as everywhere, the 
process of specialization has ¢ontinued 
apace, converting into sober reality the 
old witticism that the modern scientist 
learns more and more about less and less 
until he knows everything about nothing. 
Those who knew Professor Ginzberg in- 
timately felt, with pardonable exaggera- 
tion, that he knew everything about 
everything. 

For Professor Ginzberg signified in his 
own person the unity of all branches of 
Jewish scholarship. Blessed with a phe- 
nomenally retentive memory, he _ pos- 
sessed an unrivalled mastery of the multi- 
farious sources of rabbinic literature, the 
Mishnah, the Tosefta, the Midrashim, the 
Palestinian as well as the Babylonian 
Talmud, the Codes and the Responsa. To 
his extraordinary knowledge he added the 
attributes of scientific scholarship, all too 
often lacking among traditional scholars. 
Whatever theme he treated was marked 
by the exhaustive survey of all the perti- 
nent. material, the critical evaluation of 
the sources, the brilliant use of the com- 
parative method, and the lucid and sys- 
tematic presentation of the subject. His 
specialty, if this narrow term may be 
applied to so all-encompassing a spirit as 
Louis Ginzberg, was the Talmud, but his 
knowledge of all other branches of Jewish 
and Semitic learning was extraordinary. 
It was thus eminently proper that at its 
tercentenary celebration, Harvard Univer- 
sity selected Professor Ginzberg for an 
honorary degree as the living symbol of 
Jewish learning. 


a 


“The Ark of tt 
Hagh _ 


A Tribute to Profess 
By RosBert 





As one came into his 
presence, the words of the 
traditional benediction 
came inevitably into one’s 
lips, barukh shehalak me- 
hokhmato lireyav, “Blessed 
is He who has given of His 
wisdom to those who 
revere Him.” One never 
ceased to marvel not 
merely at the vast extent 
and accuracy of his know]- 
edge, but at the easy grace 
and sense of mastery with 
which he carried his erudi- 
tion and, above all, at his originality a 
limitless creative capacity. He undertoo 
the most painstaking research on philo- 
logical and other technical details, be- 
cause they were the only sound founda- 
tion for far-reaching conclusions. In the 
process, he never lost sight of his goals, 
the elucidation of the history and nature 
of Judaism, the revelation of the Jewish 
spirit in action and the presentation of the 
Jewish contribution to the life and wis- 
dom of mankind. 

There is one more infallible test of 
greatness which may be applied to his 
life. There are scholars who create useful 
and even important. works, but the im- 
pression is inescapable that the books are 
greater than their authors. Doctor Ginz- 
berg was greater even than his greatest 
works. To be sure, his books will remaj 
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a a source of enlightenme 

scholars, students and general rea 

But what he gave to the world was only 

a drop from the bucket, a pitcher from ‘J 
the great sea of his learning. 

To have known Professor Ginzberg per- 
sonally means to have had the unique 
privilege of witnessing the play of: an 
acute mind, the delight of observing his 
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sure perception and deep 
understanding of human 
nature, his love of life and 
genuine interest in his fel- 
low men, and the enjoy- 
ment of basking in his wise 
and charming _ sebees The 
quintessence of the Jewish 
spirit, the heritage of gen- 
erations of rabbinical schol- 
ars before and after his 
great ancestor, the Gaon 
Elijah of Vilna, reached its 
G culmination in him. 

The Jewish Publication 
viety may derive great satisfaction from 
the knowledge that it was the principal 
agency for bringing Doctor Ginzberg’s 
writings to the attention, not merely of 
technical scholars, but of the broader 
public of general readers and students. 
One of the earliest publications of the So- 
ciety, and perhaps the greatest, was the 
seven-volume work of Professor Louis 
Ginzberg, his masterly Legends of the 
Jews. General readers will long continue 
to read with delight the first four volumes, 
in which Professor Ginzberg collected all 
the legendary lore relating to the Bible 
from the Creation to Esther. This vast 
expanse of legend, ethics, folk-lore and 
law, he culled from all parts of rabbinic 
literature, the Church Fathers, and from 
Mohammendan sources. He then pro- 





eded to weave these thousands upon 
@=: of multicolored strands into a 


utiful tapestry of deceptive simplicity, 
so that even a youngster could read the 
flowing narrative with pleasure and ease. 
Following the four volumes of text, and 
underpinning them, are three volumes 
containing the notes and indices, to which 
the scholar will turn again and again. 


They are a classic of abiding value, open- 
ing up the rich resources of comparative 
literature and religion to the student and 
the research scholar. 

In the middle of Doctor Ginzberg’s 
scholarly career, The Jewish Publication 
Society was again privileged to issue a 
work from his pen. This was the charm- 
ing collection of papers by Dr. Ginzberg, 
Students, Scholars and Saints, which de- 
serves to rank with Solomon Schechter’s 
Studies in Judaism, for its unique blend- 
ing of lightness of touch and depth of 
learning, its felicity of phrase and breadth 
of outlook. 

The Jewish Publication Society is now 
planning another collection of his later 
papers, in a book which was originally 
scheduled to appear as a tribute to his 
eightieth birthday. Alas, it will now take 
the form of a memorial to a great scholar 
and a rare spirit! It will include his bril- 
liant and epoch-making lecture before 
the Hebrew University, “The Place of 
the Halakah in Jewish Learning,” which 
presents in brief compass the essence of a 
scientific approach to rabbinical litera- 
ture. The volume will also contain his 
illuminating Introduction to his monu- 
mental Commentary on the Palestinian 
Talmud, besides several other papers of 
abiding significance. Thus, the life of The 
Jewish Publication Society spans the en- 
tire career of Dr. Ginzberg, from his 
earliest years of brilliant promise to the 
rich, ripe years of mature fulfillment. 

Our sense of personal loss is heightened 
by the feeling that we shall not soon look 
upon his like again. He was a master of 
the old learning who was able to syn- 
thesize it with the new into a unique and 
creative unity. He thus helped to point 
the way by which the Jewish tradition 
can live for modern men. Through the 
impress of his Oral Torah that he im- 
parted to friends and disciples without 
number, and through the rich legacy of 
his Written Torah, which he embodied 
in hundreds of studies and books, we may 
venture to hope that, in the rabbinic 
phrase, his lips will continue to speak to 
the world. Above all, Professor Ginzberg 
will live forever in the people that he 
loved and in the Torah he served with 
such genius and life-long dedication. 
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Our List for 1954 | 


IT Is WELL to remember that the JPS 
has published, in the course of its 66 
years of activity, more books on the Jews 
of the United States than any other single 
publisher. It stands to reason, therefore, 
that in this tercentenary year the JPS 
publication list would emphasize books 
dealing with Jewish fate and fortune in 
the United States. Six of our forthcoming 
publications do, as a matter of fact, con- 
cern American Jewish life. 


THE MOST INCLUSIVE of these is a totally 
new type of book, a guide book for the 
Jewish traveler in the United States. 
There has been a growing tendency 
among vacationists to tour this country. 
Such tourists often are attracted to points 
of interest. Frequently they want to visit 
a Jewish institution, a synagogue or a 
Jewish community center. At such times 
a handy guide book should prove invalu- 
able. Bernard Postal and Lionel Koppman 
hit upon the idea of calling attention to 
and describing such places. The volume, 
extensively illustrated and arranged by 
states, should prove a highly useful com- 
panion on any trip. Incidentally, it will 
provide information on Jewish history in 
the United States of the sort rarely found 
in the usual textbook. 


EXOTIC Is THE WorD that can be applied 
to the next volume in the list. Just about 
a century ago, S. N. Carvalho, an Ameri- 
can artist, was invited to join the expedi- 
tion into the Far West which was then 
being planned by General John Charles 
Fremont. It turned out to be a hazardous, 
adventurous trip of exploration, and Car- 
valho wrote a description of it upon his 
return. It is a bit of rare Americana, and 
this is the first time that the diary will 
have been reprinted after being unavail- 
able for many years. What makes it of 
special interest to us is that Carvalho was 
a scion of a very good Jewish family, his 
brother having been the minister of Con- 
gregation Mikveh Israel in Philadelphia. 
A book of this nature will help emphasize 
the contribution of the Jews to the de- 


velopment of this country. Dr. Bertram 


means of an extensive essay on Carval 
his background and his achievements. 
will also contain a considerable number 
of Carvalho paintings and drawings. 


W. Korn will introduce the volume 4 


YET ANOTHER BOOK will be devoted to 
an American Jewish artist. Myer Myers 
was a goldsmith during the Revolutionary 
period in Colonial America. A volume is 
being devoted to him, containing pictures 
of several score of the pieces which he 
created. It will be a very handsome vol- 
ume which collectors will want to have. 


SOMETIMES PEOPLE LEARN more from 
fiction than they do from history or analy- 
sis. Two of our books in 1954 will be 
novels. One is to be a fictionized biog- 
raphy of Uriah P. Levy, who ran away 
from home as a lad to join the navy an 
rose to be the highest-ranking U.S. na 
officer by the time of the Civil Wa: 
While intended for adolescents, it is a 
story that adults, too, will read with 
pleasure. 

The other work of fiction is based on 
the autobiography of a young woman 
reared in the atmosphere of a smaller 
Jewish community of the American South- 
west. American Jewish fiction is com- 
paratively rare these days, especially the 
kind that deals with the day-by-day ex- 
periences of a person whose life has noth- 
ing of the unusual about it but is no less 
deep and stirring. What adds flavor to 
this story is that it deals with a conversion 
to Judaism from Christianity. 


APART FROM THE ABOVE, the Year Book 
with its tables and statistics will appear 


as usual. This year, however, the Ye; \ 
Book will be devoted more extensiv 
ife 


than usual to a discussion of Jewish 1 
and history in the United States. 


Four OTHER VOLUMES will concern 
themselves with Jewish life in general. 
One will be a documentary volume giving 
the more important material on the sub- 
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ject of the Nazi persecution. This is ad- 
mittedly not a pleasant subject, yet it is 
one that, in all self-respect, we ought not 
to forget. One cannot simply dismiss the 
six million martyrs from one’s mind. Con- 
sequently, the Society felt it to be its duty 


nts for those who may want to refer 
them. 


@::' in the publication of the docu- 


ANOTHER VOLUME is a biography of 
one of the most remarkable men of the 
past generation. Judah L. Magnes was 
born in California, became a rabbi in 
New York and ended a useful though 
stormy career as the head of the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem. Whether one 
agreed with him or not, his was a per- 
sonality to’ be reckoned with. 


A PERSONALITY with a different kind 
of influence upon the Jews of the United 
States was that of the great scholar Louis 
Ginzberg, an outline of whose life is to 
be found in another part of this journal. 
The volume will consist of six long essays. 
All of them are scholarly, yet all can be 

ad with ease and profit. 


INALLY there is a volume on an aspect 

t Jewish religious and social literature 
which has thus far found no interpreter 
for the American reading public. For 
more than fifteen hundred years, indi- 
viduals and communities have turned to 
outstanding rabbis of their age for advice 
and decision on points of law and custom. 
The answers are called Responsa- They 
are of extraordinary importance in the 
development of Judaism and Jewish com- 
munity life. Here, for the first time, is an 
easy introduction to this type of literature. 


It is not too much to say that an intelli- 
gent public will find the choice among 
these books difficult because of an em- 
barrassment of riches. 





Invitation to an Exhibition 


Residents of New York City will 

ve an opportunity to see the handi- 

ork of the Colonial goldsmith, Myer 
Myers, exhibited at the Brooklyn Mu- 
seum. The exhibition opened on Febru- | 
ary Ist. Jeannette Rosenbaum’s book 
on Myer Myers, described among the 
new books for 1954, has appeared in 
time for the exhibition. 











Marginal Notes 


Book Month and the JPS 


More and more communities and in- 
stitutions have begun to make Jewish 
Book Month a regular part of their annual 
program. The JPS is aware of this because 
of the numerous requests which come in 
during the pre-Hanukkah season for book- 
jackets and for suggestions of books to be 
exhibited. A number of such observances 
of Book Month were marked by special 
addresses delivered on The Jewish Pub- 
lication Society, in connection with which 
appeals were made for membership, es- 
pecially as Hanukkah gifts ar gifts for all 
other occasions. 


“God in Search of Man” 


In 1951 the Society published the stir- 
ring and profound discussion of religion, 
Man Is Not Alone, by Dr. Abraham J. 
Heschel. A sequel was then promised. It 
is due to be published in 1955 and to 
bear the intriguing title, “God in Search 
of Man.” 





(Continued from Page 3) 


needs of children. Such books as have 
been offered to the children of the Jew- 
ish community by Miss Pessin, Mrs. Weil- 
erstein, and Mrs. Levinger, as well as the 
elegant translation of Judah Steinberg’s 
Breakfast of the Birds, would not have 
been possible without the Society. They 
brought to the child’s imagination a large 
measure of the folk tales and beliefs re- 
volving around Jewish experience of all 
times. Professor Louis Ginzberg’s Legends 
have done the same for the more mature 
reader. They transmitted the rich lore of 
Jewry throughout the ages in the form. 
of literature. 

The 66-year publishing history of the 
Society presents a magnificent record, 
duplicated by no other Jewish society of 
similar nature, anywhere in the world. 
Such a record presents a constructive con- 
tribution to the maintenance of the dig- 
nity of the Jew and enhances the respect 
in which he is held. This remarkably 
unique contribution could not have been 
achieved by any other agency in this 
land, or in any other land, except in the 
manner in which the Society did it. 
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Prepare for the Tercentenary 


We suggest you read the following books on American Jewish history in order 
the better to appreciate the meaning of this year’s observance: 
‘@ 


THE RISE OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF NEW YORK, 
1654-1860—by Hyman B. Grinstein. 645 pages. $4.00 
AMERICAN OVERTURE: JEWISH RIGHTS IN COLONIAL 
TIMES—by Abraham Vossen Goodman. 265 pages. $3.00. 
PILGRIMS IN A NEW LAND—by Lee M. Friedman. xii + 
471 pages. $4.00. 

THE JEWS OF CHARLESTON: A HISTORY OF AN 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY—by Charles Reznikoff, 
with the collaboration of Uriah Z. Engelman. 343 pages. 
$4.00. 

AMERICAN JEWRY AND THE CIVIL WAR, by Bertram W. 
Korn. 340 pages. $4.00. 

EARLY AMERICAN JEWRY—by Jacob R. Marcus. Vol. |. 
The Jews of New York, New England and Canada. 328 pages. 
$3.50. Vol. Il. The Jews of Pennsylvania and the South, 1655- 


1790. 580 pages. $4.00. 
SOLOMON SCHECHTER—A BIOGRAPHY—by Norman / ® 
Bentwich. 373 pages. $2.50. = 
THE LIFE OF JUDAH TOURO—by Leon Huhner. 210 pages. 

$2.50. 


These books may be received on memberships, or purchased by members at 
a discount of 20%. 
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